
 

 

 

the media lunch club  
 

Friday	February	20th	2026	
networking from 12.15pm, lunch served at 1.00pm 

followed by further networking over coffee  
at 

THE	PRINCE	OF	WALES	(Upstairs	Dining	Room)	
150	Drury	Lane,	London	WC2B	5TD	

	
guest	speaker 
	

COLIN BURCH  
Distributor, Verve Pictures 

 
topic 

Independent Film Distribution 

 

With a background in film sales at PolyGram and FilmFour, Colin Burch 

established Verve Pictures in 2003 to specialise in the release of independent 

film in cinemas and on DVD, offering audiences the chance to enjoy original 

and thought‐provoking cinema from the UK and around the world. Colin has 

grown the company from a start‐up business to a key independent UK  film 

distributor. 

 

Verve are passionate about film and discovering new talent, and are 

committed to releasing films that have become increasingly lost in today’s 

multiplex culture. 

 

Since the company was founded they have released award‐winning films 

such as My Brother The Devil, Kelly+Victor, Red Road, The Arbor, Bullet 

Boy, Dogtooth and Shell, helping bring important filmmakers such as Kieran 

Evans, Andrea Arnold, Dominic Savage, Amma Asante, Saul Dibb, Clio 

Barnard, Scott Graham, and Sally El Hosaini to wider public attention. 

 

The company has a proven track record of working with first time filmmakers 

who have previously excelled in other visual fields ‐ over 75% of their releases 

are from first time feature directors. 

 

Verve’s titles have won the BAFTA Outstanding Debut Award (Kieran Evans, 

Kelly+Victor in 2014), the Sutherland Award at the London Film Festival (Las 

Acacias in 2011 and The Arbor in 2010), Best British Newcomer at the London 
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Film Festival (Sally El Hosaini, My Brother The Devil in 2012), the BAFTA 

Carl Foreman Award (Andrea Arnold, Red Road in 2007 and Amma Asante, 

A Way of Life in 2004), the BIFA Douglas Hickox Award (Clio Barnard, The 

Arbor in 2010), BIFA Best Newcomer (Chloe Pirrie, Shell in 2013, James 

Floyd, My Brother The Devil in 2012 and Ashley Walters, Bullet Boy in 

2004), and Most Promising Newcomer at Evening Standard Film Awards 

(Sally El Hosaini, My Brother The Devil in 2013). 

 

In 2025 Verve picked up a trio of titles, including BFI Flare premiere A Night 

Like This, Sheffield Doc Fest premiere Where Dragons Live and BFI London 

Film Festival title Chicken Town. 

 

It’s an exciting time for the company with a catalogue of over 70 films and 

more in the pipeline! 

 

 

 

 
 
PAYMENT must be received by 10am on 16th FEB or reservations will be cancelled 
 
CANCELLATIONS:  Payments can only be reimbursed or held in Credit for a later Lunch if 
a Cancellation is made PRIOR TO THE ABOVE TIME - otherwise ALL 
RESERVATIONS MUST BE PAID FOR.  A substitute person may take the place 
booked provided we are informed of this PRIOR to the Lunch. 
 
 
 



 

Lunch 323 
 

I am agreeable to the above booking conditions and will be attending on Friday FEB 20th 
Time: 12.15pm  for 1.00pm   

    
Name…………………………...............................................................  
 

Address....................................................................................................................................... 
  
Phone No........................................................... E-mail ........................................................... 
 

Guests Names…………………................................................................................................... 
 

 

Paid up Members         £32 : 50............x.................. = £............... 
 

Guests Accompanied /                  £35 : 00............x.................. = £............... 
Unaccompanied by a Member       
 

Non Members                          £40 : 00............x................... = £................ 
 

Lunch consists of two courses with tea/coffee & glass of wine – there is no seating plan but 
feel free to reserve seats upon your arrival. We accept BACS bank transfers or credit cards.                 

Numbers are limited by the available space in the private dining room. 
 
Credit card checkout: https://square.link/u/NuJ5RUpq  
 
(credit cards are subject to 80p handling fee)  
 
Please also advise any dietary via separate email if using this method.   
 
You can credit our account directly if you use electronic banking: 
 
Account Name: The Media Lunch Club    Number: 80878849   Sort Code: 601928   
 
Please indicate that this is your payment method when you confirm your booking  
with us.  
 

Special dietary requirement(s):  .............................................................................. 

 
LATEST ACCEPTABLE BOOKING AND PAYMENT TIME is 10am Monday 

16th FEBRUARY – ALL BOOKINGS ARE CHAREGABLE AFTER THIS 
DATE. THEREAFTER WE CANNOT OFFER ANY REFUNDS AS WE ARE 

COMMITTED TO THE RESTAURANT  
 

Reply to:  Gareth Owen 
01753 650733   bookings@medialunchclub.com   

 


